Web Research Guide – Evaluating a Web Site 

Name of Site:


URL:


	Question
	Yes
	No 
	If “yes”, please give information

	Who wrote/published the information on the site?

	

	Is the author/publisher of the contents of the site clearly identified?
	
	
	

	Does the author provide contact information?
	
	
	

	Does the author provide his/her qualifications or credentials?
	
	
	

	

	What information and resources does the site provide?

	

	Are the sources of factual information clearly listed so they can be verified in another source?
	
	
	

	Does the site provide thorough coverage of the topic?
	
	
	

	If the information free of grammatical, spelling and typographical errors?
	
	
	

	Does the site provide a “works cited” page?
	
	
	

	

	Is the site objective?

	Is the information provided as a public service?
	
	
	

	Is the information free of advertising?
	
	
	

	If there is advertising on the site, is it clearly differentiated from the informational content?
	
	
	

	When was the site created/last updated?

	

	Is there a date to indicate when the site was written?
	
	
	

	Is there a date on the site to indicate when the site was first placed on the Web?
	
	
	

	Is there a date to indicate when the site was last revised?
	
	
	

	Do the links on the site work, or do they lead to error messages, such as “Page not Found”?
	
	
	

	

	Navigation 

	

	Is the site organized and easy to navigate?
	
	
	

	Does the site load quickly?
	
	
	

	Is the “Home Page” easy to get to, and easily identified?
	
	
	

	

	Why should I use this site?

	

	Do the resources on this site meet all my needs?
	
	
	

	Is the information verifiable, in-depth, and up-to-date?
	
	
	

	Total Number of Yes and No
	
	
	

	

	Additional notes and comments on this web site

	


