Invasive Species Project
The introduction of invasive species into new environments is a problem that plagues the entire planet. This environmental problem costs businesses millions of dollars every year. Exotic species would be diminished if more people were educated to their effects. There are many reasons for addressing this world wide problem in which little has been done. Some of these are protection of the species in the community, control costly damage to businesses by introduction of exotic species, and understanding the need for natural species to survive. 
Part A:  Research the following questions about invasive species and about your species.  Write a 2 page essay discussing invasive species and specifically answering the following questions.
1.  What are some ways new species are introduced into a new habitat?

2.  How have people and their activities helped species move from one part of the world to another? 
3. What are the different ways that introduced species affect our environment?  

4. How does the problem of introduced species compare to other environmental problems that we face today? 

5. What is hybridization or cross-breeding, and is this occurring in your species?
6. Which introduced species have been beneficial? (think of food, crops, and pets
7. Why do you think that some species are beneficial and some are harmful to our environment? 

8. Why do you think introduced species cost national economies so much? What kinds of costs might be involved? (an example: U.S. costs are $137 billion per year)  

9.  49% of endangered species are in trouble because of introduced species. What are ways that introduced species could threaten the continued survival of native populations of endangered species? 

10. The exotic pet business can contribute to the decline of imperiled wildlife populations in their native habitats. How might the exotic pet trade also become a problem of introduced species in a new habitat? 

11. What things can we do to limit the spread of introduced species? 

12. Once a species is introduced into a new habitat, what are some ways to eradicate or get them    

      out?
Part B: Create a Wanted Poster or PowerPoint presentation about your invasive species with pictures of your species, where it is found, why it is so successful in its new environment, why/how it was introduced, how is it harmful in that environment, and possible ways to eradicate them from the area.  We will be presenting the posters and research next Friday, March 12th. 

Helpful Websites:
Ecologists Put Price Tag On Invasive Species
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/04/090420103542.htm
 “Introduced Species: The Threat to Biodiversity & What Can Be Done” (Dec. 2000) 

http://www.actionbioscience.org/biodiversity/simberloff.html
The Institute for Biological Invasions of the University of Tennessee
http://invasions.bio.utk.edu/
The Invasive Species Council of the United States Government
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/
Global invasive species database
http://www.issg.org/database/welcome/
Invasive species information & articles
http://www.ucsusa.org/invasive_species/
The Sea Grant Non-Indigenous Species site
http://www.sgnis.org/
BioScience Article
http://caliber.ucpress.net/doi/abs/10.1525/bio.2009.59.3.9 
Help Stop Invasives

http://www.audubon.org/campaign/invasives/index.shtm
American Littoral Society
http://www.alsnyc.org/
The Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS)
http://www.ucsusa.org/global/environment/biodiversity/page.cfm?pageID=390
The National Invasive Species Councl

http://www.invasivespecies.gov/
National Invasive Species Information Center

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/whatyou.shtml
Global Environmental Change: Introduced Species  
http://learningcenter.nsta.org/product_detail.aspx?id=10.2505/9780873551670 
 
National Invasive Species Information Center

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/ 

Invasive Species Management 
 http://www.fws.gov/offices/statelinks.html 
Invasive species information from Australia’s Dept. of the Environment & Heritage. 
http://www.deh.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/index.html 
CITES  
http://www.fws.gov/international/DMA_DSA/CITES/pdf/CITESfall01.pdf 

The Pet Parrot Trade 
 
http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m1170/2000_March-April/59495853/p1/article.jhtml?term= 

