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Term Paper Topics

Colonial Settlement
Compare Spanish, French and English interests in the New World.  What did each country consider “wealth”?  Disregarding later developments, which country had actually gained most from efforts in the New World at the end of the 17th century?

Give an account of Columbus’ four voyages to the New World.  Include throughout a realistic interpretation of his character and motivations.  In what way should this man be memorialized?

Discuss the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  Tell how, and with what results, the Puritans established a government based upon their religious convictions and their English heritage.  How did the non-conformists such as Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson and Thomas Hooker pave the way for American ideas of freedom and government?

It is a conservative estimate that by 1775 40% of the colonial population was made up of non-English immigrants.  Discuss two non-English groups, the Germans and the French, who greatly influenced American character and nationality.  

Describe England’s failure in planting settlements in America in the 1500’s.  Discuss England on the eve of empire and the world events that enabled her to compete successfully with Spain in the New World. (Sir Humphrey Gilbert, Sir Walter Raleigh)  Why was the defeat of the Spanish Armada of vast importance to England’s desire and ability to colonize in America?

Before the terrible witch hunt in Salem in 1692, there had been 44 cases of witchcraft and 3 hangings in Massachusetts Bay Colony.  Discuss what the Puritans believed about witchcraft, and tell how the people of Salem were carried away by fear, executing 14 women and 6 men for witchcraft.  How was it that the trials and executions were finally stopped?  What are some possible explanations for the mass hysteria?
What were the purposes of those who settled in Jamestown?  Were those purposes fulfilled? (What trials did the settlers face?  Examine their experiments in government.)Were the goals set by the original settlers ever fulfilled?

Recount the events of Bacon’s Rebellion in 1676.  How as the rebellion a symptom of things to come?  How did the rebellion show the split between the old aristocratic order and the new, democratic, free enterprise order?  How was the East v. West, frontiersman v. aristocrat struggle a foretaste of the future?

Describe the various colonial governments.  What powers did the colonists have and what powers did England hold?  Describe how the governments in the colonies fostered the ideas of economic, social, and political freedom in the American people.

Trace the course of Dutch settlement in the Hudson Valley.  Why did the colony eventually fall under English control?  

Social inequality was definitely present in the colonies despite the leveling effect the hardships of live produced.  Discuss the social structure of the colonies during the 18th century.  Why was this structure different from that in England, and how did it produce a nation willing to fight and die for independence and freedom? (Describe the lives of those on the lower rungs of society – indentured servants, paupers, convicts, and slaves.  Tell of the possibilities for men to attain higher status in America).

Relate how William Penn, under the influence of the Quaker faith, established a colony that was to be a portent of the dream of future America- a place where people of differing nationalities and religions could live peacefully and with equality under one government.

(Tell of Penn’s dealings with the Indians.  How did the Quaker tradition as established in Pa. influence American ideas of liberty and freedom?)

In colonial America there was forever more work to be done than workers to do it.  Until almost the end of the 18th century, servants, workmen, and farm help were obtained by apprenticeships or by using indentured servants.  Examine and explain both practices.  Why did slavery replace indentured servants in the South and not in the North?

Discuss the beginnings of free popular education in New England-the founding of schools from the elementary grades through college.  Contrast New England education with that offered in the Middle and Southern colonies.
Examine Lord Baltimore’s religious policies, and the events leading to the passage of the Act of Toleration in 1649 in Maryland.  How tolerant was the Act?  Compare the Maryland regime under the Act with the later conception of religion state relations embodied in the US Constitution.

Examine the effects of the adoption of the plantation system throughout the southern colonies-discuss the style of life, the agricultural economy, the spread of slavery and the separation from the North and development into a Slave Society rather than a society with slaves.

How Puritanical were the Puritans?  Examine the words of men like Calvin and Increase and Cotton Mather to gain a better picture of Puritan thoughts on life and pleasure.  How did the Puritans feel about drinking, gambling, art, music, and marriage.  How did their influence affect American attitudes of the 17th and 18th centuries?(See books by Perry Miller and Samuel Eliot Morrison as resources).  

Examine and discuss the Native Americans who played a vital role in shaping of North American civilization. Compare the Algonquian group with the Five Nations of the Iroquois confederacy.  What would the effect have been on the early settlers if North America had been uninhabited?

It is a common belief that slavery preceded and produced racial discrimination against black people in the US.  Is this belief justified?  What are the origins of racial prejudice in America? (Examine the words of Frank Tannenbaum, Gilverto Freyre, and U.B. Phillips).

Tobacco and African Americans in Virginia, 1615-1670:  Show how African Americans who began merely as workers added to the labor force, were gradually tied down as slaves for life.  How and why did the process take place?  Be sure to examine the political and social processes in the creation of slavery.

Pre-Revolutionary Period

The trial of Peter Zenger in New York in 1735 is considered a landmark in the history of freedom.  Describe the events leading up to the trial, the trial, and its consequences.  Why was a free press impossible in colonial America?  Show the influence of the trial by examining the kinds of newspapers that were being published in America forty years later on the eve of the Revolution.

Among the leaders of the American Revolution, only Samuel Adams was a genuine unwavering revolutionary.  Relate how Sam Adams, through the skillful use of propaganda, was instrumental in firing the colonists into rebellion against England.
In the final analysis, did Adams have a reasonable policy against the British or was he merely a rabble-rouser?

Why did the British issue the Proclamation of 1763, prohibiting settlement beyond the Appalachians?  Examine the response of the land hungry Americans.  Was this the beginning of the end of British rule of the colonies?

Rebellion in the Pulpit:  Show how colonial ministers helped brew rebellion by preaching sedition.  What denominations led the field?  Why did Anglican ministers appear to remain more faithful to England than did the Congregationalists?  Does this explain the fact that New England seemed to lead the nation in its rebellious attitude? 
Why did some leaders of the generation of revolutionaries take up Deism, and reject religious orthodoxy?  In view of this, was Deism more important in the formation of the new nation than is commonly thought or was it a mere symptom of a common underlying cause?

At a time when people were falling away from the established churches, a Great Awakening or revival occurred which stimulated new interest in religion and caused numerous new churches to be formed.  Examine the movement, its leaders and effects. 

The Revolutionary War
Why was the Marquis de Lafayette interested in the cause of the colonies?  Why was he, at such an early age, given a commission as a major-General in the colonial army?  What benefits did Lafayette’s support bring to the colonies?  How did he fare as a military leader?  How was his presence of source of morale for the colonies?

Examine the exploits of John Paul Jones on the high seas.  How important were his victories against the British Navy?  Was Jones’ contribution nto the American effort substantial, or was British naval might so vastly superior that his exploits were but a taken success?

In the war for American independence, some Americans were not able to forget their allegiance to mother England.  Relate what happened to these people who called themselves Loyalists.

Although John Adams had little success in Paris, he had great success in the Netherlands and with negotiations in the Anglo-American Treaty.  Describe his diplomatic efforts for America.  Discuss the overall value of Adams’ work to the newly born US.

Compare the causes and consequences of the French and American revolutions.  Were the two revolutions related to each other?  Examine works of Thomas Paine, Rousseau, Burke, and others to determine whether the philosophies behind the two revolutions were similar.  

The Formative Period

Examine Clay’s American system and its effects upon the economy of the emerging nation.

Examine the Compromise of 1850.  What were its consequences?  Which section of the country got the better deal?  Did the compromise swing the balance of advantages to the North?

Examine the allegation that President Polk deliberately provoked the Mexican War.  Did either side have a desire to preserve peace?

Examine the hysteria that led to the passage of the Alien and Seditions Laws and the results of that passage.

Examine Washington’s Farewell Address, its purposes and its consequences.  Did Washington give good advice to the young nation?  Did he leave any major problems untouched?  What kind of public response did he receive?  

Examine the reasons for Napoleon’s willingness to sell the entire Louisiana Purchase to the US.

Tell why the Trail of Tears was one of the most disgraceful episodes in government handling of relations with Native Americas. How did Native Americans adapt to life in Oklahoma?  What is their situation today?

Why will Sam Houston always be considered the “first citizen” of Texas.

There was a majesty about the Senate during the first half of the 19th century.  When men talked, men listed.  Examine the Senate’s “Age of Oratory.”  Discuss the senators who were the great orators (Calhoun, Webster, Clay, Hayne and Benton).  Was there an emphasis placed on oratorical skills in the educational systems of the day?
When gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill, sleepy Latin California was changed into a violent, turbulent land filled with gold hungry minders and roaring mining towns.  Examine this fascinating era which was responsible for bringing people and prominence to California. What was the overall effect of the Gold Rush in 1849?

California in the hands of Mexico in the 1840’s was a dreamy, romantic land where the pride and hospitality of Castilian Spain prevailed.  Describe the people and life of Spanish California before this “ripe plum” was plucked by a US eater to fulfill its “Manifest Destiny.”

Explain how Henry Clay helped engineer the Missouri Compromise of 1820.  How as the dispute itself a serious blow to national unity?  How did the compromise stave off the great national split that was to occur in the 1860’s?

Examine the tactical blunders of the British at the Battle of New Orleans in 1815.  Was the battle significant, even though the peace treaty had already been signed?

Examine the causes and consequences of the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794.  Did the rebellion create more respect than resentment for the federal government?  Did it insure that the federal government would be supreme?

Show how the tariff, public roads, land, credit, and other questions apart from the slavery issue gave rise to political differences (sectionalism) among the Northeast, South and West.

Recount the circumstances that led to Shay’s Rebellion, and the rebellion itself.  Did other states treat the farmers similarly?

Tell of John C. Fremont’s adventures in his three expeditions to California for the Army.  Is his title as “Pathfinder” appropriate?  How was he instrumental in the annexation of this valuable territory?

South Carolina’s doctrine of states’ rights of nullification shook America in 1830.  Examine this doctrine and its potential consequences for the Union.  Stress how belief in this theory of nullification could and finally did sever the Union, despite the compromise.

Former President John Q. Adams came out of retirement and into the House of Representatives almost solely for the purpose of repealing the “gag rule”.  Relate how this special cause and others related to abolition made him a champion of the people. (See Amistad case)
Prior to 1832 the trappers or mountain men of the Rockies were the only white men to live on the North Pacific coast. Show how these rather grizzly characters were important links in the chain that was to enable the US to stretch from sea to sea. What outstanding contributions did men such as Jed Smith, “Kit” Carson, and James Bridger make to the settling of the Northwest?

An extremely interesting sect which came into prominence was the Shaker group.  Discuss the beliefs that bound people into this celibate society.  Who was “Mother Ann?”  Where were the Shaker settlements at the height of the faith’s influence?  Are there still Shaker communities?  What present reminders do we have of the Shakers?

What was the significance of Marbury v. Madison from the standpoint of constitutional law and from the standpoint of the long standing political feud between the Federalist s and Jeffersonian Democrats?  How did the decision lead the Jeffersonians to bring impeachment charges against Justice Chase?  How was the failure of the impeachment charges a victory for the independent judiciary?
How was William Lloyd Garrison’s approach to abolitionism different from others?  Examine his publications and statements.  Did he evidence any desire to understand the problems of the South; could he have compromised?  Examine the programs advocated by the Garrisonians; were they rational and reasonably calculated to bring about ht e goals they were intended to achieve?

Recount the organization of the Free Soilers party and its effect upon the 1848 election.

Was slavery a blessing or a curse upon the Southern economy? (Was the southern situation particularly suitable for the use of slave labor?  Would economic development have proceeded as quickly without slave labor?  To what extent did the institution of slavery introduce inefficient “rigidities” into the economy? Was the economy sacrificed for essentially non-economic, social reasons? )
Make a study of the quest for Utopia (perfect societies) as expressed by communal societies such as the Shakers, the Inspirationalists, the Transcendentalists, and the Mormons.  Trace the adventures of groups like those that established Brook Farm in Massachusetts or the Fourier group in New Jersey.  

The Peggy O’Neale Affair – Describe how during Andrew Jackson’s presidency a controversy over the social acceptability of a cabinet minister’s wife, Peggy O’Neale Eaton, helped put Martin Van Buren in the White House and pushed out John C. Calhoun and, with him, Southern interests.  Can you relate this to day?  

Examine the base of support, the ideals, and the leadership of the Republican Party in 1860.

The Civil War & Reconstruction
Explain the military skill displayed by Grant in the battle of Vicksburg – was he wise or lucky?
Why was the Confederate force defeated at the Battle of Gettysburg?  Was Pickett’s charge Lee’s biggest blunder? 

Examine the bloody Union defeat at Fredericksburg.  How s the battle the war’s most glaring example of the lack of military leadership of the Union Army?  Why did Burnside order more assaults after the strength of the Confederate positions became apparent?

Was Antietam one of the most important battles of the Civil War? 

Examine President James Buchanan’s reaction to the secession of the staes after Lincoln’s election and before Buchanan’s term expired.  Could he have prevented the Civil War?  Why did he react as he did?

Examine the role played by the railroads in the Civil War.  

Discuss Lincoln’s flagrant violations of the Constitution during the Civil War.  To what extent were these violations “necessary” to preserve the Union?  

Examine some of the problems in determining how to treat the defeated states.  How were these problems resoled?

How did African Americans contribute to the Union cause during the Civil War?

Examine Andrew Johnson’s impeachment and trial.  Were the charges against him justified?  How did he escape a guilty verdict?  

Account for the failures of Reconstruction.  Should African Americans be paid slavery reparations?  What is the US government’s responsibility in this area?

Why did Reconstruction give rise to retaliation by Southern whites through the KKK?  What results?  

Examine the attempts by the Freedman’s Bureau to help freed African Americans bridge the gap between slavery and freedom.  How successful was the Bureau?  What were its failures?

Examine the attack against Asians led by Denis Kearney.  How did Congress and the nation react to these attacks?  Does the reaction against the “yellow peril” bear striking similarity to other anti-alien movements in the US?  

Examine the work of civil war photographer Matthew Brady and others.  What is the significance of their work?  What is the role of photographers in war today?

The Gilded Age

Examine the role of the Robber Barons in 19th century America?  Did American profit or lose because of the Robber Barons? (Carnegie, Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, etc.)

What was the role of the Buffalo soldiers in the development of the West?
Examine the American policy toward the Native Americans following the Civil War.  What measures did Congress take to cope with the problem?  Trace the changes in the approach of Congress…

The Spanish American War – Examine the forces that led to the adoption f the Teller Amendment.  What effect did it have on America’s future participation in world affairs?

Trace the development of American naval power from the end of the Civil War to the beginning of World War I.  To what extent did naval development make it easier for America to take an increasingly larger role in world affairs?

Assess the significance of the DeLome letter in bringing American into the Spanish American War.  What effect did the letter have in promoting the “yellow journalism” of the day?

Examine the economic and social purposes of the Homestead Act.  How successful was the Act, how did it affect Native Americans and the environment of the west?

Describe the role of the Exodusters in the development of the west.

Examine the influence of the philosophy of Social Darwinism in the late 19th century.  Why was Herbert Spencer so revered in the US?  In what ways did political developments reflect the Social Darwinist thought?  What currency does this philosophy have today?

Examine the role Mark Hanna (of Cleveland) played in the 1896 campaign.  What tactics did he use to help McKinley win the election?  To what extent are these same kinds of tactics used today?

Examine the forces that led to the rise in importance of the Knights of Labor in the latter part of the 19th century.  What external events helped bring their downfall?  How did their philosophy prove to be unattractive to most workers?

Examine the forces that led to the adoption of the Granger Laws, restrictive of the railroad practices. 

Examine the motivations behind and consequences of Hay’s Open Door Policy.

How did the Democrats and Tilden compromise to permit Hayes, the popular loser, to become president?  How did the compromise affect African Americans?

Assess the role immigration has played in American economic development. On the whole, has immigration helped the economy?  What about today? 

Examine the roles that ethnic groups played in the organization of and in conflict within American labor unions.  To what extend does racial or ethnic discrimination persist?

Examine the economic problems facing the South following the Civil War.  To what extent was the South successful in overcoming them?

The Progressive Era
Examine the three major legislative reforms of Wilson’s “New Freedom”. (Underwood Tariff, Federal Reserve Act and Clayton Act)What were their strengths and weaknesses?  What role did Wilson himself play in their passage?

Evaluate Teddy Roosevelt’s use of what came to be known as the “Big Stick” policy in foreign affairs.

Examine Japanese reaction to the order of the Board of Education of San Francisco concerning Japanese attendance at a segregated public school.  What significance did that reaction have for future American-Japanese relations?  How did Roosevelt handle the situation?

Show why American efforts to build an isthmian canal in Panama finally succeeded.  Was the US justified?  Did the nation profit from TR’s “rough riderism” ?

Show how Teddy Roosevelt set the pattern for an increasingly active presidential role in foreign affairs. (Open Door Policy, Roosevelt Doctrine)

Examine the “Dollar Diplomacy” philosophy that shaped much of America’s relationships with Latin American during the first 25 years of the 20th century.

Trace the role of the women in the reform movement of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  What roles did women play in the prohibition movement, in the crusade against slum conditions, and in the assault on sexual immorality?  How did the participation of women in these movements reflect a change in woman’s role in society. (Jane Addams, Carry Nation, Frances Willard, etc.) 

Examine the contributions to reform movements that were made by the “muckrakers” in the early 20th century.  To what extent were their writings “true?”  How important were they in the reform movement?

Examine America’s response to the mass immigration at the beginning of the 20th century.  Were the fears of native Americans justified?  How did American’s response to the immigrant shape patterns of urban growth?

Describe how the Populist Party came into existence.  What effect did it have on race relations in the South?  

Explain how the Clayton Act, hailed a labor’s “Magna Carta”  turned into a weapon that management used to fight union organizational activities.

Examine the changes in attitude among the Protestant denominations confronted with the growing problems of urbanization in America by examining such institutions as the YMCA, the WCTU, and the Salvation Army.  Why did Protestantism respond in the way id did?  How realistic and helpful was the response?  Was support for the Social Gospel widespread or was it a small effort supported by a few zealots?  How does Social Christianity fit into the Protestant tradition?

Contrast Woodrow Wilson’s avowed opposition to imperialism with his interventionist policies in L. America. (Honduras, Mexico, Haiti, Dominican Republic, etc.)

Examine the innovations in the field of popular participation in government during the Progressive era. (initiative, referendum, recall, Australian ballot, popular election of judges, etc.) Were these changes a “watershed” in the American democratic process?

Examine the rise and fall of the Socialist party as an important social protest movement in America during the first two decades of the 20th century.  Assess the effectiveness of the movement in light of later reform developments.
Examine the Taft defeat of Roosevelt, leading to the formation of the Bull Moose Party (1912).
Examine Roosevelt’s maneuverings in trying to pass a suitable railroad regulation measure.  Did he display considerable political skill in achieving the Hepburn Act?

Was this an example of Roosevelt’s political genius, or did he merely try to make defeat look like a victory?

Did the cooperation between Populists and African Americans in the South lead to increased repression of African Americans?  Examine C. Vann Woodward’s book, The Strange Career of Jim Crow.
World War One
Examine the increasing hostility between America and Germany at the beginning of the 20th century.  Was the tension more the fault of Germany than America?  Could it be said that America and Germany were friendly at the beginning of World War I?  Why?

Examine William Jennings Bryan’s views on the War, his attempts to insure American neutrality, and his failure to win his way.

To what extent did the First World War stimulate the growth of the American economy?

Assess the significance of the Zimmerman note (telegram) in America’s entrance into World War I.  Tell why the note had such a great impact upon the American people.

How did the war mark a major change in the world economic position of the US?

Examine Woodrow Wilson’s attempts to be neutral toward the European belligerents.  Was he genuinely neutral?  If not, why not?

What were the forces which led the Senate to refuse to ratify the Versailles Treaty (Henry Cabot Lodge)  What were the consequences of the American rejection f the treaty?

Examine the violations on freedom which came about as a result of the suspicion of German Americans and war critics during WWI. (Espionage & Sedition Acts)

Examine the success of Herbert Hoover as the head of the Food Administration during WWI.

Examine German and British attempts to persuade Americans of the righteousness of their respective causes.  Why did the Germans fail?  Contrast the propaganda techniques employed by the adversaries.  How honest was the British propaganda campaigns.  Was it significant in drawing American to the side of the Allies?

Analyze Wilson’s role in the drafting of the Versailles Treaty.  What were his aims?  What were the strengths and weaknesses of his bargaining position?
How did the nation manage to finance the unprecedented cost of the First World War? Examine the Liberty Loan Act and other borrowing.  Could the job have been done more efficiently and consistently?

Examine the government control of the economic order in the First World War (Council of National Defense, the Munitions Standards Board, War Industries Board, Food Administration, etc.)How important were these efforts in the war?

What was the role of African Americans on the homefront and in the military during World War I?  What kind of welcome awaited them in Europe and at home at the end of the war?

The Twenties
Examine the forces that led to the passage of the 18th Amendment.  What were the reasons for the eventual failure of Prohibition? What effects, if any, did the experiment with Prohibition have on future social legislation in the U.S.?

Examine the forces that led to the passage of the 19th Amendment.  Who were the leaders and what were their methods?  How does the achievement of voting rights for women fit into the pattern of transition of the woman’s role in American society?  Why was the woman’s role changing?

Describe the Great Migration of African Americans north to urban centers.  

What were the consequences of the Red Scare of 1919-1920?

Examine the impact of the Washington Conference which attempted to bring about world disarmament.  How important and how long-lasting were the achievements of the conference?  

Try to explain the phenomenal success of the Ku Klux Klan during the decade of the twenties. Did the Klan reflect the national mood of the day? How and why did the organization lose popularity with the American people?

How did the Teapot Dome Scandal affect the attitude toward government on the part of the American people?  What bearing did the controversy have upon the attitudes of citizens toward the Presidency, government, and toward the court system?

Examine the change in the American policy toward immigration, as embodied in the Emergency Quota Act of 1921 and the Immigration Act of 1924. 

What were the consequences of America’s protectionist tariff policies of the 1920’s. 

(Emergency Tariff Act and the Fordney-McCumber Tariff) 

Why did America become a nation of hero-worshippers in the 1920’s?  Why did Americans respond as they did to Babe Ruth, Charles Lindbergh and others?  What factors can explain this phenomenon?

Examine the role of the Negro Baseball League during the 1920’s.  What is the significance of the players and teams?
The Thirties
Examine events and issues that enabled Franklin Roosevelt to win the Democratic nomination and the Presidency in 1932.

Describe and evaluate the Civilian Conservation Corps, a popular agency of the New Deal.  What were its accomplishments?  How long did it last?

Describe how FDR’s tremendous popularity gave him an easy victory in the 1936 Presidential Election.  Was the Republican candidate a threat?  Describe the electoral vote.  Did FDR’s popularity continue to be as strong during his next term of office?

Tell of Fiorello La Guardia’s terms as mayor of New York city – his accomplishments and lasting popularity.  Describe such projects as the Henry Hudson Parkway and the World’s Fair which were brought to completion during his administration.  Why was La Guardia so popular with the people?  (yes, the airport is named after him…)
The “crime of the century” was the kidnapping of the son of the world famous aviator, Charles Lindbergh.  Discuss the kidnapping, the pursuit of the kidnapper, his capture and trial.  What law resulted from the case?  

Describe the effects of the blizzards of black dust which swept the Great Plains in 1933, 1934, and 1935 and created the area known as the Dust Bowl.  Why did they occur?  Describe the plight of the “Okies” on their way to California.  Describe Hoovervilles.  Did the farmers return to their lands?  Discuss the farming techniques instituted in order to avoid the recurrence of such as disaster.

Examine the fascinating and frightening process by which Huey Long rose to national prominence as the “virtual dictator” of Louisiana.  Tell of the Long assassination.  How did the nation react to this man?  How would he be received today? 

Describe the events surrounding the attempted assassination of Franklin Roosevelt on Feb. 15, 1933.What effect did Roosevelt’s image have upon the assassin Guiseppe Zangara?  Describe the plan Zangara laid for killing Roosevelt and the attempt itself.  What tragedies resulted?  Describe Roosevelt’s actions after the attempt.  Are there relevant and significant resemblances between this attempt on Roosevelt’s life and the assassination of Robert Kennedy (not Jack).

Discuss the battle between the “Bonus Army” of veterans and the police and army that was waged on Anacostia Flats on July 28, 1932.  What effects did the battle have on the 1932 presidential election?  
Examine the consequences of the 1936-37 G.M. strike, and the place of the “sit-down” strike under American law. What is the present legal position of the sit down strike?  Is it protected under the National Labor Relations Act?  Why has this tactic not received widespread popular support?

How significant was Roosevelt’s Quarantine Speech of Oct. 5, 1937, in bring the US into World War II?  How did the isolationists react to the speech?  Had Roosevelt made it clear in this speech that the US would be willing to fight against the dictators?
Examine the effects of the prohibitions laws in the  US and show how 1930 marked the beginnings of the repeal of these unpopular acts. How did the election of Dwight W. Morrow give the movement impetus and respectability?  

Analyze the changes in the roles of business, government, and labor in the economy as a result of the New Deal.  How fundamental were the changes?  

Analyze FDR’s court packing scheme and its effect upon the public, Congress, and the Court.  To what extent was the plan successful in liberalizing the S. Court?  Was the scheme a blunder or a shrewd maneuver?

Show how FDR’s new policy toward Latin America marked a dramatic change in US Latin American relations.  How consistent has the US been in applying the Good Neighbor policy since Roosevelt’s time?

Examine the American response to the event in Germany and Hitler’s Rise to power in the thirties.  Why, for the most part, was the response of the US fairly disinterested?

Compare the relative success of the New Deal Programs known as the AAA and the NRA.  Can any conclusion be reached as to the proper administrative method by comparing the two programs?

Examine New Deal programs aimed at eliminating the nation’s extensive soil erosion problems.  Was progress made during the thirties?

To what extent did John Maynard Keynes’ theories affect FDR’s economic policies? Would Keynes have done what Roosevelt did?

What were the causes of the “Great Depression”?  Examine the roles played by unequal income distribution, unemployment, stock manipulation, easy credit, and agricultural development.  
Examine the Glass-Steagall Act.  How did its passage mark fundamental policy changes?  Did it work?

Examine the New Deal in the light of the Progressive movement that preceded it.  To what extent was it a continuation of the earlier movement?  Show how both movements were led by strong president who were usually more conservative than the people around them.  Do the characteristics these two movements shared manifest themselves in the reform movements of today?

Examine some of the developments in government policy toward the Native Americans.  (Indian Reorganization Act 1934).  Did the 1930’s bring any improvement?

How did the New Deal respond to the needs of African Americans?

World War II
How important was FDR’s Four Freedoms Speech on Jan. 6, 1941 in indicating America’s eventual aims in the war?

Did the US maneuver Japan into attacking Pearl Harbor?  Is Roosevelt to blame?  What signs had the president received indicating that Japan was preparing for attack?

What was the American response to early reports of the Holocaust?  What could have been done?

Was the US justified in using atomic weapons against Japan to end the war?

Examine the deal which Roosevelt made at the Yalta conference in order to induce Russia to join in the war with Japan. Why was he so generous to them?  Was the deal a blunder?
How was the Manhattan Project such a well kept secret during the war?  What effect did it have upon the war?

Evaluate the policy of unconditional surrender.  Why was the policy formulated and what problems did it cause? 

Post War Period
Examine the process of the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the results of its passage.  How important were demonstrations by supporters of the Act in persuading Congress to pass it?  What objections did Senator Goldwater raise in his speech before the Senate?  

Discuss the rise and fall of Senator Joe McCarthy as the leader of the anti-communist movement in America.  

Examine the American reaction to the Russian space achievement.  Did the nation learn something?

Evaluate the wisdom of Truman’s removal of MacArthur from his Korean command.

Examine Eisenhower’s handling of the U-2 incident.  Was his unparalleled candor (honesty) an unparalleled blunder?

Examine Kennedy’s program for the building of American military forces with convention (non nuclear) warfare capabilities.

Compare Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Bd. Of  Education.  Did both cases reflect the moods of their respective times?  How realistic were the two cases?  Was the sociological material relied upon in Brown reliable?  Was the Brown decision a radical departure from precedent, or had the Court, in its other decisions, indicated that it was ready to overrule Plessy?  Do the two cases illustrate S. Court responsiveness to public opinion, or its willingness to lead?

Examine the American position in the Cuban missile crisis.  Was it skilled diplomacy, the threat of force, or world opinion that enabled America to get its way?  Did the US achieve all that it wanted from the Soviets?

Examine the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and its effect upon the future course of American involvement in Vietnam.  How did it lead to the War Powers Act?

Examine the investigation, accusations, trials and conviction of Alger Hiss as a spy for the Soviets.

Examine the effects of Miranda, Escobedo, Mapp and other S. Court decision of the post war era which have dealt with the problems of criminal law.  How have they affected the administration of justice in the US.  Did the decision result in greater personal liberty and regard for rights, or did they just result in the hampering of police efforts?

How has the presence of Castro’s Cuba affected America’s relations with her other L. American neighbors?

What role has the Christian coalition played in America’s political parties and Congress?

How did the religious issue play a role in the 1960 elections?  Was the issue as important as it might have appeared to be?  What role did religious groups play?  How did the candidates themselves confront the issue?  

What role did Rock and Roll music play in the 1950’s & 1960’s?  What role did folk music play in the anti war movement of the 1960’s.  
Evaluate Dr. Martin Luther King’s role in the Civil Rights Movement.  Could it, would it have happened without him?  

Compare and contrast Dr. King’s philosophy of non violence to Malcolm X’s belief in self defense.  

What contributions to the civil rights movement were made by the Black Panther party?  What are its accomplishments?  

What long lasting effects are still being felt by the attack on the US on 9/11?

What were Bill Clinton’s foreign policy successes and failures?  Was his foreign policy an overall success?  

Did the Reagan Revolution of the 1980’s fundamentally change American politics and government?  

Examine the US Government’s reaction to the AIDs epidemic and crisis.  What is the government’s role today?

Examine the Affirmative Action policy of the US government since Lyndon Johnson.  What is the status of Affirmative action plans today?

Did the US media shirk its responsibility as government watchdog during the build up to the war in Iraq?  

