How to Read A Textbook:

Strategic Reading Plan

Strategic Reading – Make a plan for reading

Step 1
Preview  - Scan the entire chapter or section.


Read titles, heading, and subheadings


Get the main idea; key points that the selection focuses on

Step 2
Scan the Graphics – Read the captions below each picture, photograph, graph, chart, table or diagram. 


Graphics present important information in visual form.


Captions tell you important information about the graphic.

Step 3
Skim the Vocabulary – Skim the paragraphs looking for highlighted boldface, Italicized, or underlined words. 



These are key things to know.

Use the context, words around the term, to try to figure out the meaning.


Look for examples that may define the word.


If necessary, look up each term in the dictionary.


Do this before attempting to read the selection.

Step 4 
Locate Review Questions – These questions clue you in to exactly what is important to know from the chapter.

Step 5
Skim the Text – Look for key words from the question in the 
text.

This will help you locate possible answers to discussion or review questions.

Step 6 
Read for Comprehension - Now that you know what is important to know in the chapter, read to find the correct answers, definitions, and examples to support key points.

