Yolanda A. Harris

Read 180 Teacher

Monticello Middle School

September 2, 2005

Dear Read 180 Parents/Guardians,


My name is Yolanda Harris, I am your child’s Read 180 teacher.  I am writing to tell you a little about myself and ask for your help in getting to know your child.  

I hope that you have received my first letter explaining the Read 180 program and providing a supply list.  Also, your child should have brought home a copy of his/her reading goals for this year.  It is my hope that you have seen this goal sheet and will return it with your signature, if you have not already done so.  


The 2005-2006 school year marks my 11th year teaching.  I spent six (6) of those years at the elementary level in the East Cleveland City School District and have taught a variety of grades and subjects from 1st thru 5th grade, in both regular and Gifted & Talented education.  I came to Monticello as 7th & 8th grade Reading teacher in 2002.  During my tenure here, I have helped to develop a new middle school literature course, called R.E.A.D., which I also taught for the past two years.  

Being an avid reader, I love to read and am very passionate about books and reading.  It is my hope that my passion for reading will become contagious and that all of my students will catch it.  In recent years, I have become especially concerned with introducing students to culturally relevant literature. Culturally relevant literature refers to books written by authors from a particular culture for readers of that culture. 

I have focused my efforts in this area toward finding and exposing students to African-American authors, since the majority of my students have been African-American.  Theses authors write about characters the look and act the way African-American people look and act, without perpetuating negative stereotypes.  Their characters are involved in conflicts and issues that are current and relevant to the Black communities in which they live.  

It is my goal to help your child to become an avid reader too.  In the event that I don’t completely succeed at my ultimate goal, I hope that he/she will leave my classroom with greater skills in decoding and comprehending what he/she has read, and a greater appreciation for the beauty of reading for reading’s sake.  
Now, I need your help getting to know your child.  Please help me by writing me a letter telling me about your child as a student and as an individual.  

Would you please share with me your child’s strengths?  

In what areas does he/she need greater assistance?   

How does he/she feel about reading?  

What does he/she read at home?  

What gets him/her motivated toward difficult tasks?  

How well does he/she accomplish tasks independently? 

How about in groups?  

Does he/she complete assignments on time?  

How does he/she prepare for tests?  

Does he/she experience test anxiety?  

How well does he/she adapt to new situations?  

Does he/she respond well to authority?  

Does he/she find it easy to interact with others?  

Does he/she ask for help when needed? 
Your answers to these questions and any other information you would like to share will assist me in getting to know your child better sooner.  I will be better able to recognize and address issues that may arise that may potentially get in the way of the success we have planned for this school year.  I will also know what helps in keeping him/her motivated when things get difficult.  

Thank you in advance for your time in responding to my request and for your support.

Your partner in education,

Yolanda A. Harris


Read 180 Notes & News

Yolanda A. Harris    Y_Harris@staff.chuh.org
(216) 317-6520 (ext 82050)

September 19, 2005

Dear Parents & Guardians,

Thank you for your wonderful letters!  I hope it wasn’t too much to ask.  It has been great getting to know your child through your eyes, and I look forward to helping your child attain his/her Reading goals.  Please know that your child has earned twenty-five (25) points for your letters.  Thanks for being a great example to your child by completing your homework on time. 

 If you have not written a letter, it’s not too late.  Spend a little time

thinking about your child’s personality and past academics, his/her strengths and areas for  improvement then, write me a letter.  Return your letter with your child and he/she will earn credit too.

Now, I would like to share some things with you that I have found out about your child.  A Read 180 Parent Letter is on the reverse of this letter and it shows the results of your child’s SRI testing that was completed last week.  Please review it carefully.  The letter also provides some suggestions of things you can do with your child at home to help him/her improve and reach the Reading goal of becoming a better reader. 

I also want to remind you to encourage your child to read 30 minutes each night.  This is a great opportunity to practice the skills he/she is acquiring in class.  He/she can read to you, with you, or you can simply ask questions about what he/she has read to make sure that he/she is comprehending.  Also, your child may count reading to a younger sibling as a part of his/her reading obligation for the night, but only up to 15 minutes.  Reading a text that has already been mastered helps build reading fluency, that is reading with increased speed, accuracy and expression.  Remember, practice makes perfect.  If not perfect, at least it makes your child a better reader than we were before.  

Lastly, Progress Reports will be mailed home next week.  Your child’s progress so far will be based on tasks, such as completing the SRI, independent reading and instructional software assignments that were completed in class.  As well as, returning forms and bringing requested materials. 

Please feel free to contact me at the phone number and/or email address above at any time.  I will do my best to respond to your calls and emails within 24 hours.  Thanks again for your support and for the opportunity to help your child. 

