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Introducing Strategy #2
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Taste and Remember...

Imagine that you are eating
popcorn. What mental images
come to mind?

Where are you?

What senses do you ass ociate with
the memory: smell, taste, touch,
see, feel?

What emotions do you relive?

Adiptal
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Sensory Images

“When sensory images form in a
child's mind as he reads, itis an
ongoing creative act.

Picures, smells, tastes, and feelings
burstforth and his mind organizes
them to help the storymake sense.

Itisthis ongoing creation of sensory
images that keeps children hooked
onreading.” @immeman, Huchins)

Students who have saturated
their lives with movies and video
games have not practiced
visualization. Theydon’t need
to— images are provided.
Reading then is “boring” as no
one is providing the images for
them. Students need to be
taught to visualize so that
reading is a satisfying activity.
Sensoryimages help to make
reading three-dimensional.
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Research Shows That

“The more students use both
systems of representation:
linguistic and nonlinguistic,
the better they are able to
think about and recall what
they've read.”

(M uehlherr, Sleman)

fromElkfart Commurity
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reating Vivid Images
During Reading. . .

« Correlates highly with overall
comprehension.
Understanding, attending to, and
developing a personal awareness
ofthe sensoryand emotional
images that arise from reading give
students the flexibility and capacity
to experience text at an added
depth. (Keene, Zimmeman)

Adaptad fromEl
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y Proficient Readers. . .

v Spontaneously and purposefully
create mental imagesduring and
after reading.

v Allow the images and emotions to
emerge from all five senses. These
are anchored in areader's prior
knowledge.

omElkfart Conmurity
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Proficient Readers.. .

v'Use images to draw conclusions

v Create distinctand unique
inter pretation of the text

v'Recall detailssignificantto the text

v Adapttheirimagesas they
continue to read byincorporating
new information and new
inter pretations

i —
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Proficient Readers. . .

v'Understand and articulate how
creating images enhances
their comprehension.

v'Adapt theirimages in
response to the shared images
of other readers.

12812 Adiptad fromEl
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What About our
Dependent Readers?

If kids fail to create sensory
images, they suffer a type of
“sensory deprivation.”

- “It's like walking into a theater
and sitting ina seat, but
nothing comes up on the
screen.”

(Zinmeman, Hutchins )

y Adiptad fromElkfart Commurity
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Technique #1
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Fill in the Gaps

So many of our students DONOT
have an adequate sensory
background of experience. They
have notbeen exposed to many
varieties of smells, tastes, or
touching, nordo they own
accompanying words to describe

1028/205
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What Can We Do?

. Have students name words that
describe the five senses.

. Bringin fragrances, textures,
colors, tastes, sounds.

. Have students identify the
samples.

. Discuss the qualities of each
object

. Provide the vocabulary.
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Teachinga Sense:Touch

Place these objects in different paper
bags. Hawe students identify obje cts by
feel only. Examples: silk, pinecone, fur,
sandpaper, rubber ball, cooked noodles,
screwdriver

Have students draw pictures of the
objeds

Provide words for the adjectives of
touch smooth, squishy, slimy, metallic,
scratchy, bumpy
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Organize Responses

Make a sensory wheel. Diide a drcle
into six wedges andthen complete with
the following:

I hear, | feel, | taste, | touch...
(Emotionally, | feel)

Give strips of paper with symbols of the
senses. Students read with partner to
find sections of text where they could
visualize using one of the senses.

Each sensoryword and
accompanying experience opens
up a student’s ability to do
mental imagery and describe itin
detail. Observation skills are
critical in many content areas.
Science, for instance, is
dependent on the researcher to
carefully gather exact reports of
what his/her senses detect.

Graphics help organize a
student’s thinking. Byfilling in
each section of the wheel,
he/she is needing to pay
attention to all senses. Students
should write more than, “l hear a
bell.” Instead they should write, “I
hear a bell that goes ‘Briiiing...
briiiing.” Another approach is
giving students each a strip of
paper with one sense on it. A
team can find the sections in the
text that describe that particular
sense.
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Technique #2
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You Try It!

“The bam was ery lamge. It was very
old. It smelledof hay... It smelled of the
perspimtion of tred hases and the
wonderful sweet breath of patient
cows... It smelled of gain and of
harness dressing... It was fullof all sorts
of things you findin barns: ladders,
grindstones, pitch forks... lawnmowers,
snow showel s, ax handles, milk pails,
water budkets, empty grain sacks, and
nasty rat taps.." E.B white

Adiptad fromEl
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Model Your Thoughts,
Then Ask...

W ha words in the text helped you form
that picture?

How did your background knowledge
add to the detail s of this mental picture?
How hawe the sensory images ch anged
as you read the story?

Does creatingimages help you
remember the story?

Can you exp lain to the group how see ing
the fads in your mind helps you decide
what informationis the most important to
remember?

Adptad fromElklart Commurity 18
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What sensoryimages flood you
as you read this text? Sketch
the words or tell someone what
you experience.
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Details Will Start
ketchy

If hey see acar:

+ What coloris the car?

+ What typeisit?

+ How many doors does it have?

+ Does the top roll down?

+ What sound is the horn?

+ What do the seas smell like?

+ What coverings dothe seats have?

2 Adsptg) fromEKfart Conmurity
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Pollution, Smog, Soot

Imagine the scene, characters, events.
+ Grayish sky

+ Cloudyoverhead

+ Noisy

+ Air smells

* Elaborate

+ Theskyisso hazy, youcant seetenfeetin frontof
you

« Thesoundof blaing horns and roaring motors are

all around

o Theair is sobad, youreyes are buningandred
andwatery.

2 Achptal fromElktart Commurity
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Technique #3
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TolIncrease Vocabulary
Knowledge

Ask students to think of a way they could
remember the meaning: dictatorship-

“aruler with absolute power and authority’

representation that woul d connect with
their lives pe sonally and facil itate
memory of the word.

Ask students to “act out’ the word’s
meaning.

Adspted fromi
Sthook
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To“Sense” Math Word
Problems

Make avisual representation of the
problem.

Scott, afreshman at Michigan State
needs to walk from his dorm room in
W ilson Hall to his math dass in Wells
Hall. Nomally, he walks 300 meters
east and 400 meters north along the
sidewalks, but today he is running
late. He decides totake a shortcut
through Baker’s Park.

Achptgd fro
008
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Tolncrease Science
Knowledge-Make
Models

Pictures, diagrams, computer
images, otherrepresentation of
complex objectsor processes help
students understand things they
can't observe directly.

For example: Make amodel of an
atom, DNA, a cell's structure, the

In the act of making a diagram,
students must select the most
relevant facts to the problem.
Sketch this math problem and
solve it. Clue: use the
Pythagorean Theorem, A to the
second power + B to the second
power = C to the second power.
Drawing a diagram is a common
step in solving word problems.
Even “acting out” the problem
helps make the process more
concrete. Whatis the answer to
the problem? Answer: Total
walking: 500 meters
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Poems are Sensory
Treasure Chests

The Woman's 400 Meters (L. Morrison)
Skittish,

they flex knees, drum heels and

shiver at the startingline

waiting the gun

to pour them over the stretch

like abreaking wave.

Bang! They're off

careening down the lanes,

each chased by her own bright tiger.

Adspted fromElkfart Commurity
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Graphic Organizers

Achptal fromElktart Commurity
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Give Students Choices

«»Write - Supply with different pens,
markers, papers. Write poetry,
newspaper articles, plays

“Act- Supply props, costumes

»Draw/Sketch - Use different media
< Discuss - Supply tape recorder to
tape the discus sion.

«*Make Music - Supply instruments,
create asongorrap

Achptal fromBlkart Commurity
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Since the brain sees information
in pictures, graphic organizers
are a must for efficient learning.
Graphic organizers could be
images such as: webs, time
lines, Venn diagrams.
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;I:[he Struggle is Worth

Allgood books are alike in that
they are truerthan ifthey had
really happened and after you are
finshed reading one, y ou will feel
that all of that happened to you
and afterwards itall belongs to
you: the good and the bad, the
ecstasy, the remorse and sorrow,
the people and the places and how
the weather was. (Hemingway)
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